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SUBJECT: THAI MAGAZINE ARTICLE ACCUSES U.S. OF COMPLICITY IN OCT 6 
AFFAIR 

SUMMARY: ARTICLE IN NEWLY PUBLISHED THAI LANGUAGE MAGAZINE 
CLAIMS U.S. WAS BEHIND "REACTIONARY GROUPS" WHICH OVERTHREW 
GOVERNMENT ON OCT 6, 1976. ARTICLE CRITICIZES SEVERAL 
HIGH RANKING RTA OFFICERS AND ACCUSES ISOC AND BPP OF 
COLLABORATING WITH THE CIA. MAGAZINE S STRONG AND DIRECT 
LANGUAGE REPRESENTS CHALLENGE TO NEW GOVERNMENT'S FREE PRESS 
POLICIES. AS DEFENSE TESTIMONY UNFOLDS IN TRIAL OF 
"THAMMASAT 18", MORE PUBLIC ACCUSATIONS CAN BE EXPECTED 
AGAINST THOSE ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN THE OCT 6 AFFAIR. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . FIRST ISSUE OF THAI LANGUAGE WEEKLY MAGAZINE, "TAWAN 
MAI" (NEW SUN), DATED FEB 3. 1978, CARRIES ARTICLE 

CHARGING THE U.S. SUPPORTED REACTIONARY GROUPS WHICH OVERTHREW 
THAILAND'S DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT ON OCT 6, 

1976. MAGAZINE ARTICLE, WHICH INCLUDES SEVERAL 
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GRUESOME PHOTOS OF THE VIOLENCE WHICH OCCURRED AT 
THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY PRIOR TO THE OCT 6 COUP, CLAIMS 
"MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES COLLABORATED WITH OTHER 
RIGHTIST GROUPS TO OVERTHROW THAILAND'S DEMOCRATIC 
ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM. . .AND THAT IT IS GENERALLY 
KNOWN THAT THE U.S. WAS BEHIND THE ACTIONS OF THOSE 
REACTIONARY GROUPS." 
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2. "TAW AN MAI" IS PUBLISHED BY PRICHA SAMAKHITHAM, A 
JOURNALIST WHO FORMERLY SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION OF THAILAND. PRIOR TO OCT 6, 

1976, PRICHA HAD SERVED AS A SPECIAL CONSULTANT TO THE 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF THAILAND AND THE MODERATELY LEFTIST 
NEW FORCE PARTY. 

3. THE ARTICLE LEVELS CRITICISM AT SEVERAL HIGH RANKING 
RTA OFFICERS AND ACCUSES THE INTERNAL SECURITY OPERATIONS 
COMMAND (ISOC) AND THE BORDER PATROL POLICE (BPP) OF 
"COOPERATING CLOSELY" WITH THE CIA, USING STATEMENTS OF 
SENIOR THAI OFFICIALS IN 1974 AND PREVIOUS YEARS. 

4. THE ARTICLE ALSO CLAIMS THAT "TAW AN MAI" HAS 
RECEIVED A COPY OF A MEMO WHICH "DISCLOSES THE TRUTH 
REGARDING THE OCTOBER 6 INCIDENT." THE MEMO IS NOT 
FURTHER IDENTIFIED, BUT MAY BE INCLUDED IN THE BODY OF 
EVIDENCE BEING AMASSED BY THE TEAM OF LAWYERS CURRENTLY 
DEFENDING THE "THAMMASAT 18" IN COURT. ALTHOUGH MOST 
THAIS WOULD DOUBTLESS PREFER TO ALLOW MEMORIES OF THE 
VIOLENCE AND DISORDER OF OCT 6 TO FADE, IT IS ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT, AS DEFENSE ATTORNEYS ATTEMPT TO SHIFT 
BLAME AWAY FROM THEIR CLIENTS, THE TRIAL WILL SERVE 

TO REVIVE BITTER MEMORIES AND ACRIMONY. WITH A FREE 
PRESS ACTIVELY REPORTING THE COURT PROCEEDINGS, FURTHER 
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PUBLIC ACCUSATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BE MADE 

AGAINST THOSE WHO WERE ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN THE OCT 6 

AFFAIR. 

COMMENT: SUCH STRONG AND DIRECT LANGUAGE AS USED IN 
TAWAN MAI ARTICLE REPRESENTS A CHALLENGE TO THE THAI 
MILITARY AND TO THE KRIANGSAK GOVERNMENT'S FREE PRESS 
POLICIES. ARTICLE MAY BE A PROBING EFFORT TO SEE HOW 
TOLERANT THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE OF CRITICISM FROM THE 
FOURTH ESTATE. 
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